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Reminder: 

Now is the time to renew memberships!  

It is also time to join a committee, if you have 

not already done so. The bylaws of SGAMS 

state that each member must be part of a com-

mittee. The list of committees can be found on 

our website, under the tab ‘By-Laws’. 

 

You can bring your membership renewal pay-

ment to the October meeting. When you pay, 

you can identify which committee you are a 

member of, or which committee you would 

like to join. 

 

Otherwise, you can download the application 

from the website and mail the completed form 

and payment to Barbara (address is listed on 

the form). 



General meetings are held the third 

Thursday of each month, September 

through April, 7:00 pm, at our club-

house, 4619 69th St. N., St. Peters-

burg, FL 33709.               

The public is cordially invited to at-

tend these membership meetings. 

 

December and May meetings are 

special, and as such, the time and 

place of meeting will be announced 

ahead of time in a bulletin. 

    

Next Meeting: 

Thursday, Oct. 19th 

 

This meeting will cover the classes the 

club offers, and joining committees. 
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M e e t i n g s  

 



 The largest unpolished black opal in 

the Smithsonian Institution, known as 

the "Roebling opal", came out of the 

Rainbow Ridge Mine in 1917, and 

weighs 2,585 carats.  

 Tanzanite is found in only one loca-

tion in the world: a small mining area 

in Tanzania measuring 4.3 miles long 

and 1.2 miles wide. 

 Agate bead necklaces date back to 

the 3rd Millennium BCE in the Indus 

Valley civilization.  

 The Pulpi Geode is said to be the 

largest geode in the world at 390   

cubic feet. It is 26 feet long, 6 feet 

wide, 5.5 feet long and is lined with 

selenite crystals up to 6 feet long. 

 Tiger’s Eye occurs when quartz combines 

with asbestos. 

 The word turquoise dates to the 17th century 

and is derived from the Old French 

‘turquois’, meaning ‘Turkish’, because the 

mineral was first brough to Europe through 

the Ottoman Empire. 

 When the Phoenicians first came to what is 

now known as Spain, they obtained so much 

silver that they could not fit it all on their 

ships, and as a result they used silver to 

weight their anchors instead of lead. 

 Quartz, when compressed or bent, generates 

a charge or voltage on it’s surface. This is 

known as piezoelectricity and is employed 

in quartz watches for accurate timekeeping 

in a low-power setting. 

 The rarest mineral in the world is             

Kyawthuite; only one specimen has ever 

been found. It was discovered in Myanmar, 

R a n d o m  R o c k  F a c t s !  
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SUNCOAST GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  

Thursday, September 7, 2023 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Club President, Pat Davis.  

Board members present were Sue Hazelden, Shamus Walker, Don Schlough, Barbara 

Kirchheimer and Susan Clark.  

Reports of Officers  

Secretary — No minutes were given from last Board Meeting. 

Treasurer — Barbara Kirchheimer presented the treasurer’s report it was accepted and filed 

for audit.  

Barbara will look-into setting up a Pay Pal account for small-priced items needed for the 

club, i.e., small repairs, light bulbs, etc.  

Reports of Committee Chairs  

Building — Sue Hazelden presented a maintenance report which included: 

 Breezeway done. 

 Replace some of the wood in the club building. 

 Found wet patch in the breezeway will be looked into.   

 Light bulb needed for the front corner of the building, Shamus Walker offered to pur-

chase the light and fix. 

 The fire extinguishers are outdated in most of the building, Shamus will have them 

checked and replaced. This is for everyone’s safety and insurance purposes. 

 Check the batteries on the door locks and replace if needed. 

Website — To be updated with new officer information. 

New Business — Don Schlough presented a variety of t-shirt designs to produce for the 

club members and/or to sell at the show. This is to be further discussed at the general meet-

ing. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. Motion by Shamus Walker, seconded by Sue Ha-

zelden. 

Submitted by Susan Clark, Recording Secretary  
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Class Schedules & Info 

Clubhouse Class Schedules - By Reservation Only 

 

CABBING, Workshop & Instruction: Thursdays 12 to 4pm 

Larry Murray (727) 686-1314 

Must receive a text request by Tuesday Evening. 

Saturday Cab Shop hours are suspended until further notice. 

In cabbing, participants will learn the basics of cutting, forming, and 
polishing a simple cabochon.  

 

FACETING/WIRE WRAPPING: Tuesdays, 6 to 9 pm 

Dave Watson 727-541-2917 or sgams2020@gmail.com 

Faceting is the art of cutting and polishing angled faces on a gemstone; 
this class is at a cost of $65.00 and the student will cut and polish one round brilliant 
stone. 
Wire wrapping basic class allows you to set precious and semi-precious gemstones into 
simple metal frameworks made out of copper, silver, gold, and other materials. 
 

 

SILVERSMITHING: Tuesdays, 6 to 9 pm and Saturdays 1 to 5 pm 

Joe Cooper 317-775-5476 or sgams2020@gmail.com 

Silversmithing class is to help with foundational silversmithing skills and finishing suitable 
for the novice or those with limited experience. 

 

 

WAX CASTING: By Reservation, announced by Email Blast to All Members 

Joe Cooper 317-775-5476 or sgams2020@gmail.com 

Wax casting is a $50.00 class which includes one 3 inch flask, in two sessions, which 
involve investing spruced trees in preparation for the burnout process and then 
melting and pouring into the remaining cavity to produce the cast pieces. Finishing of 
the cast pieces is minimal and participants are encouraged to attend the 
silversmithing lab if they would like help in this last stage. 
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   St. Lucie Rock & Gem Show 

            Info & Coupons  

 

 

 

 

St. Lucie County Rock and Gem Club is hosting the annual SFMS meeting  in conjunction with our       
annual Rock and Gem Show.   

We invite you all to attend our show and hopefully attend the meeting as well.  
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This is the official newsletter of the SUNCOAST GEM AND 

MINERAL SOCIETY, INC., located at 4619 69th St. N., St. 

Petersburg, FL 33709. 

 

This society is a member of the SOUTHEST FEDERATION 

OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. and its parent society, the AMERICAN 

FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. 

 

The general purpose of this society is to promote popular interest in education and 

research in the earth sciences and lapidary arts, and to cooperate with other 

similar organizations. 

 

Dues: $20.00 for a single person or $30.00 for a couple/family; paid annually and 

collected each September. 

 

Benefits: Our club offers shop time to its members at a cost of $3.00 per hour or 
any part of the hour. Classes are open-shop with a monitor to provide assistance 
as needed. 
 

Handling Donations: 
Donors are encouraged to bring their 

donations to the clubhouse during board 

meetings (first Thursday of each month, 

September through May), or to membership 

meetings (third Thursday of the month, 

September through May).  

Please do not leave unidentified items at the 

clubhouse at other times. 

Julia Larson is the point person for donations 

and will be available following each of these 

meetings to accept and record donor and 

donation information. During the summer 

hiatus (June 1 through August 31) or at any 

time, donors can contact Julia at: 

jmlsgams22@gmail.com, or 727-410-3781.       

 If calling, please leave your name and number in order to return the call. 

Closing Notes & Info 
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SUNCOAST GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, INC [SGAMS] 
DONATION FORM 

         
Mr/Mrs/Ms 
YOUR NAME (PRINTED) 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ ADDRESS 
       CITY  STATE                 ZIP CODE 
 

EMAIL      
(         )   (         )  

PHONE NUMBER     ACCEPTS TEXT?   Y   N                                           ALTERNATE PHONE # 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  
Please provide a description of each item you are donating, and a good faith estimate of its value (required). See 
note below regarding sales.  
 
# Description  Valued @ 
  

 
$ 

  
 

$ 

  
 

$ 

  
 

$ 

  
 

$ 

  
 

$ 

  
 

$ 

 
 

  

 
 

  

  
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 
Thank you for your generous donation, as noted above, to be sold or auctioned off for fund-raising. We did not provide any goods or  

services in exchange for this contribution. SGAMS is recognized as a tax-exempt public charity under Section 501(c) (3) of the 
internal Revenue Code. Contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by law [generally speaking when a single item is valued at $250 or greater; please consult a 

Tax Advisor for the best advice] 

Signature___________________________________________________________________________ Date_________________ev 12/1/2022 



 

 

Sponsors 

We thank our advertisers for their support and encourage membership to patronize them. 
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Links 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies https://www.amfed.org/ 

American Lands Access Association http://www.amlands.org/ 

Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies https://www.southeastfed.org/ 

National Parks Foundation https://www.nationalparks.org/explore/parks 

Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society https://www.canaveral-mgs.com/ 

Central Florida Mineral & Gem Society https://cfmgs.org/ 

Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Socie-

ty 

http://www.bonevalley.net/ 

Tampa Bay Fossil Club https://tampabayfossilclub.com/ 

Tampa Bay Mineral & Science Club https://tampabayrockclub.org/ 

Withlacoochee Rockhounds of Hernando County https://www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/ 

Geology, Rocks, Minerals, Volcano, etc information https://geology.com/ 

 Our Website: www.sgams.com 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063572437643 

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/564631203904814 
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 Next Show: 2024 
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We hope you will all come join us! 


