
General Meeting 
Thursday, March 15, 2012 

7:00 p.m. 
Location: 

Clubhouse, 4619 69th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL   
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Donated Items 

If you were one of the lucky winners last month of our drawing, please bring a donated  
item to our next meeting.  Thank you.   
 
Sue Hazelden 

Special GuestsSpecial GuestsSpecial Guests   
The March program will be a visit with Addy and Joe DePietro, the Florida State Directors for the  
Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  They will speak about membership in SFMS, federation 
sponsored workshops, and why we support ALAA - American Lands Access Association. 
  
The De Pietros have both taught at William Holland and Wildacres for a number of years. Addy is well 
known for her fused glass classes. She has even simulated the look of opal in fused glass that has become 
known as “Addy Opal.” Joe is the acknowledged guru in the southeast when it comes to opals. He also 
teaches casting. This promises to be a fun and informative meeting. 

Snacks to Share:  If your last name starts with A-M, please bring goodies to our meeting to share.   
Coffee will be provided.   
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Pat Davis, President ..  ..  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  727-323-2147 
Email:  outtamygourd@yahoo.com 

George Comas, Vice President  ..  ...  727-526-7176 
Email: gcomas@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Sue Hazelden, Treasurer ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  727-321-5732 
Email: sujagems1@aol.com 

Julia Larson, Recording  Sec. .  ..  ...  727-522-1254 
Email: glassgal0947@gmail.com 

Dave Schwebel, Corr. Sec.  ...  ..  ..  ...  727-547-0364 
Email: dschwebel@tampabay.rr.com 

Board Members 

Donna Remsnyder, 3 yr. Director ...  727-692-6006 
Email:  dsr75@verizon.net 
 
Donna Mallory, 2 yr. Director .  ..  ...  941-776-9055 
Email:  dmallory66@gmail.com 
 
Dave Watson, 1 yr. Director .  ..  ..  ...  727-541-2917 
Email: bwatson1@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Bucky Joseph, 1 yr. Director  ..  ..  ...  727-252-8142 
Email:  gambler1946@aol.com  

Debbie Bremer, Editor .  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  727-298-0061 
Rock-A-Gram Newsletter 
Email:  bremerslapidary@yahoo.com 

SGAMS Clubhouse Address:  4619 69th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL  33709, www.sgams.com 

Clubhouse Activities: Listed on mailer coversheet and announced at membership meetings. SGAMS Board 
of Director's Meetings: 7:00 p.m., 1st Thursday of each month; September - May.  All members are invit-
ed to attend SGAMS Board of Director's Meetings at our clubhouse.  We solicit your attendance, and con-
structive suggestions for improving our club.  General Meetings:  7:00 p.m., 3rd Thursday of each month; 
September - May, at our clubhouse. 

     Ralph & Sherry Cain 
 Palm Harbor, Florida 

Ralph & Sherry are both retired; he from the con-
struction business and Sherry from the legal 
field.  They recently visited some of the mines in 
North Carolina and got bit by the "gem" bug.  They 
came back with some rough stones, but since they are 
new to this hobby, they have no idea exactly what 
they had.  They joined SGAMS to learn more about 
gems and minerals and what they can do with there 
rough stones.  Ralph would like to do some cabbing 
and maybe faceting, and Sherry is interested in wire 
wrapping. 

Ralph enjoys playing the drums and riding his new 3 
wheeler motor scooter. 

Submitted by:  Donna Sapp, Membership Chair     

Welcome New Members 

Joseph Alfano, Clearwater, FL 

KC Neimark, Indian Rocks Beach, FL 

Sharon & Ed Hannifin, Clearwater, FL 

Robert Pugsley, Pinellas Park FL 

Karen Martin, Riverview, FL 

Diane Tremblay, Clearwater, FL 

Kenneth Stevenson & Mitzi Koch, St Petersburg, FL 

Nicole Rosser, Clearwater, FL 

Donald Harrison, Tampa, FL 

Connie Hubbard, St Petersburg, FL 

Sherry Kule, Clearwater, FL 

Ann Marie Guarnieri, Clearwater, FL 

James & Valerie Brandli, St Petersburg, FL 

Jane Morris, Treasure Island, FL 

Don Roberts, Clearwater, FL 
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President’s Message 
Our show this year was another success thanks to Bill Schmidt, Show Committee Chairperson, and everyone 
on his committee. I’m sure Bill will have more to say about the show elsewhere in this newsletter.  
  
Do you know what other standing committees we have and who chairs them? Think about the areas you  
indicated on your membership application where you are willing to help. If you haven’t already, get in touch 
with the appropriate committee chair. They would all welcome an opportunity to talk about what they are  
doing and how you can become a part of it.   
 
Pat Davis, President  

 
The Activities Committee; Kathy Kettelkamp, Chair 
Plans refreshments, picnics, and other activities.  
 
The Annual & Holiday Dinner Committee; Kathy Kettelkamp, Chair 
Arranges our Installation of Officers dinner in May, and our December holiday party. 
 
The Annual Show Committee; Bill Schmidt, Chair  
Produces the annual Gem and Mineral Show.  
 
The Auditing Committee; appointed by the Board of Directors  
Audits the Treasurer’s books and annual show records at the end of the fiscal year. 
 
The Building Committee; Bill Schmidt, Chair  
Responsible for maintaining our clubhouse.  
 
The Bulletin and Publication Committee; Debbie Bremer, Chair 
Publishes the monthly newsletter, the Rock-O-Gram, and other publications of the society. 
 
The Education Committee; Julia Larson, Chair 
Encourages interest in the lapidary arts and our activities through programs for monthly membership meetings 
and coordinating lapidary classes, educational displays and projects.  
 
The Equipment Committee; Dave Schwebel, Chair 
Responsible for maintaining our equipment. 
 
The Finance Committee; consists of the President, Vice President, and Treasurer  
Prepares the annual budget to be presented to the Board of Directors for adoption at their April meeting. 
 
The Historical Committee; Donna Mallory, Chair  
Maintains a record of this society in the form of a scrap book, containing information relating to the activities 
of the society. 
 
The Membership Committee; Donna Sapp, Chair  
Maintains the membership list and processes new applications. 
 
The Program Committee; George Comas, Chair 
Coordinates speakers and programs for meetings. 
 



Page 4                                                                               Rock-A-Gram                                                                  March, 2012  

Show News 

I wanted to thank everybody for a great, great, show this year.  I would like to name each and every one who 
volunteered their time, vehicle, cooking, talents, early mornings, and late nights, but it was too many to be 
sure that each person was properly noted.  So, would you help me out?  You all saw each other there, so 
please remember the special people that you are.  Thanks again. 
 
Our attendance was great this year.  It increased from last year and after the big drop in 2009 we have  
see-sawed our way back and just surpassed 2008. 
 
There were some demonstrators here for their first time and had new, different, and interesting crafts.  They 
showed loop chain work, gem trees, card weaving, and Viking knit wire.  They are also new members, so this 
is doubly impressive.  I think the demonstrators are one of our important areas as it shows exactly how and 
demystifies what we do. 
 
The display cases were great and a new member jumped right in by doing one in her first couple of months 
here.  But, I would like to see more members showing off their work.  It could be your best work in one  
area, a general display or possibly a static demonstration.  Think about it for next year. 
 
Also, if you have anything that you think needs improving, could be added, should be dropped or just observa-
tions, please send me a note.  You'll saw a lot of things that I did not and we need to continue to improve the 
show.  There will be another meeting of the Show Committee to discuss what needs to be done for next year 
and to lay out a plan.  At the general meeting we can pick a date. 
 
Speaking of dates.  March 1st, 2nd and 3rd,  2013 is the date for next year.  Pencil it in. 
 
Thank You, 
 
Bill Schmidt 
Show Chairman 

Mini Miners Monthly 
This newsletter is  the only monthly publication for young 
mineral collectors. 
 
A 12-month (1-year) subscription to Mini Miners Monthly can be pur-
chased for only $5/year. This is a 50% DISCOUNT off of the usual cost. 
They can contact diamond dan directly at diamonddan@rochester.rr.com 
and payment can be made through PayPal using the same email address. 
What will each subscriber receive? 12 issues of Mini Miners Monthly. It 
will come to them in a Flip Book format. They click the link they will 
receive by email each month and be able to turn the pages and read 
through the issue. The BONUS with this is that they can also print it out 
as many times as they wish. They can also download it to their own com-
puters as a PDF file for future reading and reference! It's the subscription 
that keeps on giving! 
 
Tips and Trips, February 2012, The Georgia Mineral Society 



2011-12 Slate of Officers 
 
President: Julia Larson 
Vice President: Dave Schwebel 
Treasurer: Jerry Heer  
Recording Secretary: Stephen Redden 
Correspondence Secretary: Donna Sapp  
3 year Director: Pat Davis  
2 year Director: Dave Kane 
1 year Director: Bucky Joseph 
1 year Director: Dave Watson  
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FEDERATION NEWS 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

February, 2012 
www.AMFED.org 

2012 Regional Federation Shows and 
Conventions 

California  Federation 
July 13-15 

Riverside, CA 

Eastern Federation 
September 15-16 
Harrisburg, PA 

Midwest Federation 
July 26-29 

Wayzata, MN 

Northwest Federation 
May 18-20 

Kennewick, WA 

Rocky Mountain 
Federation 

TBA 

South Central  
Federation 

August 25-26 
Tyler, TX 

Southeast 
Federation 

TBA 
 

March 9-11: Augusta, GA  
24th Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show – Julian 
Smith Casino – 2200 Broad St. – Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. – 7 
p.m. and Sun. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. ** Fri. March 9th from 10 
a.m. —1 p.m. is School Tours Admission: $3 Adults; 
Children under 16 Free with an Adult. There will be 
50cent Grab Bags, Hourly Door Prices, 25cent Kid’s 
Treasure Dig, Geode Cutting, and Great Prices on Gold 
& Silver Jewelry, Loose & Set Gemstones, Gorgeous 
Fossils, Mineral Specimens and More. 
www.aikengmfs.org or www. augustagemandmineral 
society.org  

March 24-25: Tampa, FL  
"Fossil Fest 2011" Tampa Bay Fossil Club; Florida State 
Fairgrounds, US 301 and I-4; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-4; fossils, 
artifacts, gems, minerals, shells, exhibits, "How to" semi-
nars, kids' games, fossil mine, raffles, door prizes, silent 
auction.  Web site: www.tampabayfossilclub.com 

March 30- April 1: Orlando, FL 
Central Florida Mineral & Gem Society; Central  
Florida Fairgrounds; 4306 W. Colonial Dr.; Fri. 1-6, Sat. 
10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, seniors $2, students $2,  
children and Scouts free; minerals, gems, metaphysical 
stones, beads, fossils, lapidary and silversmithing demon-
strations, children's activities Web site: www.cfmgs.org 
 
Sources:  Stones and Bones, Volume 9, Issue 2 and 
Star-O-Lite, Volume 48, #1, January 2012 

. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING SHOWS 

Some links to help you keep track of upcoming 
shows:  
http://www.rockngem.com/showdates 
http://www.jewelryshowguide.com/event/ 

Important Web Sites  

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies web 
site is at: http://www.amfed.org  

Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies Web-
site at: http://www.amfed.org/sfms Check this site out 
for Wildacres & William Holland information  

The URL for CMGS web site is:  
http://www.canaveral-mgs.com/  
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March Birthstone   
Aquamarine; Color: Pale Blue 

If you can picture the cerulean blue waters of the Mediterranean, you will un-
derstand why the birthstone for March is named Aquamarine. Derived from the 
Roman word "Aqua," meaning water, and "mare," meaning sea, this pale blue 
gem does indeed resemble the color of seawater. The ancient Romans believed 
that the Aquamarine was sacred to Neptune, the god of the sea, having fallen 
from the jewel boxes of sirens and washed onto shore. Early sailors wore aqua-
marine talismans, engraved with the likeness of Neptune, as protection against 
dangers at sea.  

The association with water led to the belief that the Aquamarine was particularly powerful when immersed. 
Water in which this gemstone had been submerged was used in ancient times to heal a variety of illnesses of 
the heart, liver, stomach, mouth and throat. Aquamarines were also used to reverse poisoning and to aid in for-
tune telling.  

The Aquamarine is a member of the beryl family. Beryl is a mineral that crystallizes within large grained igne-
ous rocks on the earth's crust. It varies in color from clear to vibrantly colored gem-stones such as the Emerald. 
Beryl was used as far back as 2,000 years ago to correct vision, and it continues to be used today in the manu-
facture of eyeglasses. It is a very hard mineral, making the Aquamarine a durable gemstone for use in jewelry.  

Aquamarine varies in color from blue-green to a light sky blue, but gems containing green are often heat-
treated to remove this less desirable color. The majority of Aquamarines, unlike other gem-stones, are flaw-
less. It is a relatively abundant gem, the largest deposits being in Brazil, but other sources of Aquamarine are 
in China, India, Australia, Africa, and the United States.  

Alternate Birthstone: 
Bloodstone  

An alternate birthstone for 
March is Bloodstone, a dark 
green opaque quartz flecked 
with red spots. The name 
Bloodstone derives from the 

legendary belief that the red coloration resulted from the blood of  
Christ spilling onto green jasper during the crucifixion. For this 
reason, too, the stone has been called "martyr's stone." Bloodstone 
is mined in India, Brazil, Uruguay, Australia, and the United 
States. Ideal for carving into cameos and beads, this stone  
symbolizes courage.  

 Source:  The Piedmont Prospector © Volume 53 Number 3  
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GLENDON QUARRY, NC 
Standard Minerals/R.T. Vanderbilt Co. 

Saturday, April 21, 2012 
8 A.M. till 3 P.M. sharp! (Attendence limited to 120 registrations)  

REGISTRATION PROCEDURE:  After you have supplied all of the required information in an email back to the 
SFMS Field Trip Committee [email address below], the Committee will assign a registration number(s) and resend your 
email back to you as your admission ticket to this field trip.  Each registration number is assigned to only one collec-
tor.  If your form has two or more registration numbers, then that is the number of individuals allowed in to the field 
trip on that registration form.  Also, R.T. Vanderbilt Co. will require everyone to fill-in  and sign a company liability re-
lease form before entry.   

ONCE THE 120th REGISTRATION NUMBER IS ASSIGNED, THIS FIELD TRIP WILL BE CLOSED. 

YOU MUST BRING YOUR ACCEPTED REGISTRATION FORM TO BE ALLOWED TO ENTER THE QUARRY. 

We must be out to the quarry by 3pm SHARP.  Plan your digging and packing accordingly! 

IF YOU DISCOVER THAT YOU CAN NOT MAKE THIS FIELD TRIP, PLEASE SEND US A CANCELLATION 
EMAIL SO THAT WE MAY GIVE SOMEONE ELSE YOUR SPOT(S)! 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

 This field trip is open to members of SFMS affiliated clubs which have paid third party liability insurance 
through the SFMS/EFMLS or other private insurers.  A link to the current list of paid clubs can be found 
on the SFMS website at the "What's New" webpage.   2011-12 SFMS Insurance expires on March 31, 
2012. Make sure that your club has paid for the 2012-13 liability coverage. 

 Only list related family members, couples, and significant others - all  non-related individuals must submit     
       a separate form. 
 
NO children under the age of 12!  Please list the ages of all individuals who are under the age of 18. 

REGISTRATON: 

 NAME(s):  Last Name, First Name 

 Address/City/State: 

 Phone: 

 Email Address: 

SFMS affiliated club: (only SFMS clubs which have current liability insurance [SFMS/EFMLS/Private] are allowed to 
attend.) ( 2011-12 SFMS Insurance expires on March 31, 2012. Make sure that your club has paid for the 2012-13 liabil-
ity coverage.)  (Please answer ALL of the above items or your registration will be returned!) 

Reply to this email with your completed registration information or send your registration back to 
sfms@amfed.org.  (SFMS Field Trip Committee: E-Mail   jimflora@windstream.net 
Jim Flora - SFMS Field Trip Committee Chair  

 The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc 

 The Friendly Federation - Founded in 1976 to serve. 

Copyright © All rights reserved.  
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Monthly Bench Tips  
By Brad Smith  

PROBLEMS WITH SMALL DRILLS  
When drilling small holes, you sometimes encounter new problems. We're talking about drills that are less 
than 1 mm (which is 18 gauge or .040 inches). Often the chuck will not tighten down far enough to grip a 
small twist drill. You can solve this two ways - with a chuck adapter or by buying your small drills with a 3/32 
inch shank size. Either way you have a 3/32 shank to go into the chuck of your drill press, Foredom or 
Dremel, so changing bits is fast and easy. Remember that small drills are much 
more prone to breaking because of too much pressure or if you tilt the drill or 
the work piece when the drill is in the hole. And drilling always goes easier 
with a little wax or oil on the tip. Almost anything will work - Three and One, 
injection wax, mineral oil, Burr Life, car oil, olive oil, etc.  
 

INEXPENSIVE ELECTRIC WAX PEN:  
You can make your own wax pen from a small soldering iron plugged into a light dimmer switch for heat  
control. Both components are easily found at Radio Shack, a big hardware store or at Harbor Freight. For an 
example of the dimmer and soldering iron, see www.harborfreight.com items #43060 and # 47887  

Look for a soldering iron of around 25-30 watts. File the tip to the shape you prefer or even better get a solder-
ing iron with replaceable tips. Then you can make several tip shapes for different tasks. Set the dimmer control 
just hot enough to melt the wax without producing any smoke.  

More Bench tips by Brad Smith are at: Groups.Yahoo.com/group/BenchTips/ or Facebook.com/Bench Tips 
The Vug Examiner, Stamford Conn. Mineralogical Society, February 2012.  
  

Drill Chuck adapter. Brad Smith 
Photogtapher  

Canaveral Moonstone, March 2012, Vol. XXXXVII #3 

Items For Sale 
  
Graves Faceting machine, Takes 8” laps. Included: Various 8” laps, dops, wax.  

Trim saw with 5” diamond blades. Gem rough included and other incidentals.  

He would like to sell the whole kit for $600.00  

For more information contact: William Scholten, Phone: 772-664-6480  
Email: wilbessscholten@yahoo.com  

Billy Dewey has two 6” trim saws for sale. One new One used. He also has an assortment of laps and pos-
sibly saw blades. If you are interested call Billy at 321-453-5594.  

Dave Jacobson has a Craftsman radial arm saw he would like to sell. If interested, email him at 
djake07@gmail.com.  
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WE THANK OUR ADVERTISERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE  
ALL OUR MEMBERSHIP TO VISIT AND PATRONIZE THEIR BUSINESSES. 

Clubhouse Class Schedules 
 

FACETING:  Mondays 6-9 p.m.      
CABBING:   Mondays and Wednesdays 6-9 p.m. 
FUSED GLASS: Tuesdays, 1st and 3rd, 7-9 p.m. 

       
For further information regarding other classes, contact instructors. 
 
GLASS FUSION:   First and Third Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m.  
           Julia Larson at 522-1254, glassgal0947@gmail.com 
 
KUMIHIMO: (a Japanese weaving technique) Sue Black at 345-8994 or  
                          email sueblack@tampabay.rr.com  
 
WIRE WRAPPING:  Dave Watson at 541-2971 or email bwatson1@tampabay.rr.com  

METAL WORKING:  Donna Remsnyder at 692-6006 or email dsr75@verizon.net  

CABBING (Mon or Wed):   Bucky Joseph at 252-8142 or  
               Dave Watson at 541-2971 

CABBING (Sat):  Lou Codol, (727-544-3973), George Comas (727-526-7176)
    Dave Schwebel (727-547-0364)  

 



ROCK-A-GRAM (Official Bulletin)

Suncoast Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 
Debra Bremer, Editor 
1349 Lakeview Road 
Clearwater, FL 33756 

ROCK-A-GRAM 

This is the official newsletter of the SUNCOAST GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 
P.O. Box 13254, St. Petersburg, Florida 33733-3254 

This Society is a member of the SOUTHEAST FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC., and 
its parent society, the AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. 

The general purpose of this society is to promote popular interest in education and research in the earth  
sciences and lapidary arts, and to cooperate with other similar organizations. 
 
General Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month, September through April at 7:00 p.m., at our 
clubhouse, 4619 69th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL.  December and May meetings are special meetings 
and a time and place will be announced in this bulletin.  The public is cordially invited to attend the general 
membership meetings. 

 

All exchange bulletins should be sent to the Rock-A-Gram editor. 

Feel free to copy any material from this bulletin, but please list all byline credits. 

        Clubhouse Activities 
           September - May 
 
Board Meeting:  
(September - May) 
First Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 

Clubhouse Open: 
Mondays, 6- 9 p.m. 
Wednesdays,  6 - 9 p.m. 
Saturday,  10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Faceting, Silversmithing, 
Fused Glass Classes: 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m. 

Dues:  $15.00 single or $20.00 couple/family; due annually each September. 


